
 
  

 
 

School of Business and Management  
at California Southern University 

SCHOOL BACKGROUNDER 

 

Who We Are: The School of Business and Management at California Southern 
University allows working adults and others with full-time jobs and family 
obligations to take the next step in their career development with 100% 
online instruction leading to 10 certificate and associate, bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees in liberal studies, applied science and 
business administration. School faculty tap into CalSouthern’s 42 years of 
experience in distance and online learning to offer globally dispersed 
learners the latest in e-learning technologies and methodologies to equip 
them for the rapidly changing world of business.  

Degrees 
Offered:  Associate of Arts in Liberal Studies (AALS) 
   Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) 
   Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) 
   Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
   Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) 
Certificates 
Offered:  Financial Management (CBFM) 
   Human Resource Management (CBHRM) 
   International Business (CBIB) 
   Leadership (CBL) 
   Management (CBM) 
   Project Management (CBPM) 
   Strategic Leadership (CBSL) 
School  
Leadership:  James B. Rieger, EdD  

Dean, School of Business and Management  
 
James is the acting dean of the School of Business and Management, 
arriving at CalSouthern in 2019 with more than 25 years in online 
educational leadership, teaching and instructional-design and 
accreditation management. In addition to starting two accredited online 
high school programs, he has served as dean of instruction and an 
accreditation liaison officer at the postsecondary level. A strong advocate 
of web-based learning, he received his master’s and doctoral degrees 
from an 100% online university so he can speak to the distinct 
advantages of the e-learning model.  
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https://www.calsouthern.edu/business-management/
https://www.calsouthern.edu/
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At CalSouthern, James and the School of Business and Management 
faculty deliver weekly doctoral project orientation webinars, monthly oral 
defense webinars and other regular learner-focused offerings to prepare 
degree candidates for success after graduation.    

 
School 
Distinctions:   

• Emphasis on relevant, applicable instruction by faculty with current 
business and entrepreneurial experience for real-world application. 
 

• A customized, build-your-own degree option as part of CalSouthern’s 
founder Dr. Donald Hecht’s original commitment to expanded-learner 
access.  
 

• Every learner is assigned an academic advisor and one or several 
faculty mentors who possess exceptional teaching credentials and 
firsthand, real-world, frontline experience. Faculty mentors are highly 
accessible and provide learners with one-on-one advice and support. 

 
• As a 100% web-based university, CalSouthern has a distinct 

advantage in offering learners the latest advances in business 
technologies and methodologies.  

 
Media Contacts: Bob Ochsner, Dan Nasitka and Justine Houston-Brown 
   Rocket Science for California Southern University 
   (949) 233-0984 
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