
 
  

 
 

School of Criminology and Criminal Justice  
at California Southern University 

SCHOOL BACKGROUNDER 

 
Who We Are:      The School of Criminology and Criminal Justice at California Southern 

University provides online criminal justice programs that develop 
innovative, principled, insightful law enforcement leaders who are 
prepared to face, analyze and resolve 21st century real-world criminal 
justice issues. Offering a broad-based, current and relevant curriculum 
that was developed by a team of police chiefs and other frontline law 
enforcement leaders, CalSouthern's School of Criminology and Criminal 
Justice curriculum reflects the latest trends and best practices in the field. 

Degrees 
Offered:  Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice (BSCJ) 
   Master of Science in Law Enforcement Executive Leadership (MSLEEL) 
School  
Leadership:  Ellie D. Shefi, JD, Esq. 

Dean, School of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
 
Ellie is a practicing attorney in good standing, life-long educator, 
entrepreneur, advocate, public speaker and author, offering extensive 
instructional and legal acumen to learners at CalSouthern and beyond. As 
dean of the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Ellie oversees 
organizational, educational and accreditation activities, and ensures that 
the curriculum provides learners with the tools necessary to become 
exceptional law enforcement professionals. 
 
A practicing attorney for nearly two decades, Ellie has ongoing, firsthand 
experience with cases related to civil and constitutional rights, 
discrimination in employment and education, prisoner conditions of 
confinement and other real-world issues. She also brings decades of 
experience as a small business owner, teacher and life, health and 
wellness coach, and has extensive volunteer experience both in the 
community and the nonprofit sector. 

School 
Distinctions: 

● CalSouthern's BSCJ and MSLEEL degrees are taught by law 
enforcement for law enforcement. Offering flexible online, monthly 
course start dates, the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
offers contemporary courses that reflect current trends in criminal 
justice. 

 
(more) 

https://www.calsouthern.edu/criminal-justice/
https://www.calsouthern.edu/
https://www.calsouthern.edu/


 
  

 
 

 
● Every learner is assigned an academic advisor and one or several 

faculty mentors who possess exceptional teaching credentials and 
firsthand, real-world, frontline experience. Faculty mentors are highly 
accessible and provide learners with one-on-one advice and support. 
 

● Learners transferring into the School receive transfer credits for 
qualified training completion. 
 

● Learners are encouraged to use their education stipend/tuition 
reimbursement benefits to allow then to move through the ranks and 
advance their career. 

 
Media Contacts: Bob Ochsner, Dan Nasitka and Justine Houston-Brown 
   Rocket Science for California Southern University 
   (949) 233-0984 
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