
 
  

 
 

School of Education  
at California Southern University 

SCHOOL BACKGROUNDER 

 
Who We Are: The School of Education at California Southern University offers 100% 

online classes that working adults and others need to obtain 
undergraduate and graduate degrees to become the country’s next 
generation of primary, secondary and higher education teachers and 
administrators. The school specializes in diverse faculty, instruction and 
teaching methodologies to graduate ethical, inclusive scholar-
practitioners prepared to answer the challenges and opportunities of the 
21st Century classroom. 

Degrees 
Offered:  Associate of Arts in Liberal Studies (AALS) 
   Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS 
   Master of Education (MED) 
School  
Leadership: James B. Rieger, EdD  

Dean, School of Education   
 
James is the dean of the School of Education, arriving at CalSouthern in 
2019 with more than 25 years in online educational leadership, teaching 
and instructional-designed accreditation management. In addition to 
starting two accredited online high school programs, he has served as 
dean of instruction and an accreditation liaison officer at the 
postsecondary level. A strong advocate of web-based learning, he 
received his master’s and doctoral degrees from an 100% online 
university so he can speak to the distinct advantages of the e-learning 
model.  

School 
Distinctions:   

• Emphasis on relevant, applicable instruction by faculty with in-
classroom and primary, secondary and higher education 
administration experience for real-world application. 
 

• A customized, build-your-own degree option as part of CalSouthern’s 
founder Dr. Donald Hecht’s original commitment to expanded-learner 
access.  

 
• Every learner is assigned an academic advisor and one or several 

faculty mentors who possesses exceptional teaching credentials and 
firsthand, real-world, frontline experience. Faculty mentors are highly 
accessible and provide learners with one-on-one advice and support. 

 

https://www.calsouthern.edu/education/
https://www.calsouthern.edu/


 
  

 
 

• As a 100% web-based university, CalSouthern has a distinct 
advantage in offering learners the latest advances in e-learning 
technologies and methodologies.  

 
Media Contacts: Bob Ochsner, Dan Nasitka and Justine Houston-Brown 
   Rocket Science for California Southern University 
   (949) 233-0984 
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