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SCHOOL BACKGROUNDER 

 
Who We Are: The School of Nursing at California Southern University was established 

in 2017 to extend the California Southern University tradition for high-
quality online instruction to licensed Registered Nurses (RNs) seeking 
incremental coursework leading to bachelor of science (BSN) and master 
of science (MSN) degrees in nursing. 

Degrees 
Offered:  Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 
   Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) 
School  
Leadership:  Johanna Bruner, MS, RN, FNP 

Department Chair, School of Nursing 
 
A lifelong Nurse Practitioner, educator and advocate, Johanna offers 
extensive instructional and clinical nursing experience, both in Southern 
California and nationally. Her passion is applying her background in 
nursing administration and practice, which includes work as a Family 
Nurse Practitioner (FNP) during 9/11 at Beth Israel (now Mount Sinai) 
Medical Center in New York City, to develop professional nurses in every 
capacity and across the full life spectrum. 
 
Formerly director of cardiology services at UCLA Health Systems, 
Johanna also served with the Los Angeles County Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) Agency and is considered an expert in emergency and 
trauma nursing.  In 2020, she served as a CalSouthern media 
spokesperson on myths surrounding COVID-19. 

 
Distinctions:   

• School of Nursing learners are prepared to provide theoretical and 
evidenced-based nursing care to socioeconomic and culturally diverse 
patient populations across the nursing spectrum. 
 

• Under Bruner’s leadership, the School offers relevant, practical 
instruction leading to degrees that prepare RNs to work with the latest 
technologies and evidence-based procedures and care in all aspects 
of real-world nursing including public health, primary care, trauma, 
pandemic and other health care situations.  
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https://www.calsouthern.edu/nursing/
https://www.calsouthern.edu/


 
  

 
 

• Every learner is assigned an academic advisor and one or several 
faculty mentors who possess exceptional teaching credentials and 
firsthand, real-world, frontline experience. Faculty mentors are highly 
accessible and provide learners with one-on-one advice and support. 

 
• Accreditation by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education 

(CCNE). 
 
Media Contacts: Bob Ochsner, Dan Nasitka and Justine Houston-Brown 
   Rocket Science for California Southern University 
   (949) 233-0984 
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