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The CalSouthern Story 

CALFORNIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BACKGROUNDER 

 

Necessity is the mother (or father) of invention. 

If California Southern University had an official adage, this would have to be it. 

CalSouthern was founded in 1978, originally as Southern California University for Professional 
Studies, by an engineer who struggled to earn his master’s and doctoral degrees while juggling 
a full-time-job, 40-mile commute and growing family.  

Donald Hecht, Ph.D., was convinced there had to be an easier and more affordable way for 
working professionals to supplement their education and earn a degree to achieve their 
personal and professional goals. When he realized there wasn’t a viable alternative, he set out 
to create one. 

But this school had to be different and specifically designed to meet the needs of fully-employed 
adults who were already living full lives. Instead of adhering to a rigid quarter or semester 
schedule, classes would start every month to allow students to commence and complete their 
education at their own place.  

Instead of strict academic requirements, this university of the future would stress personal 
achievement, intellectual curiosity and a passion for learning. No potential learner would be 
denied enrollment if they were legitimately committed to the process and could show completion 
of at least two undergraduate courses. 

And certainly tuition would need to be competitive enough to appeal to working professionals 
with family and other obligations, and not result in a lifetime of student debt. 

Most of all, the learning would need to be uniquely accessible and convenient to appeal to 
place-bound learners in all geographies and life phases.  

While Hecht didn’t realize it at the time, what he was developing was one of the earliest models 
for distance learning, and a precursor to today’s popular online learning model. 

More than 40 years later, California Southern University remains singularly committed to helping 
working professionals supplement their education to meet their personal and professional goals. 
From a handful of business degrees in the 1980s, the CalSouthern curriculum has expanded to 
26 associate, bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in psychology, business, nursing, 
education and criminal justice.  
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Continuing the distance-learning tradition originated by Hecht, all programs are 100% online, 
outcome-based, self-directed and offer monthly start dates for maximum student flexibility. No 
potential student is turned away if they meet minimum academic requirements and remain 
committed to learning, advancement and graduation. 

Reasonably priced tuition, highlighted by no-interest monthly payment plans and a guarantee 
that per-unit costs won’t increase as long as students remain enrolled in a degree or certificate 
program, maintain CalSouthern’s standing as one of the most affordable options in online 
education.  

The CalSouthern faculty, consisting of full-time and visiting professors and industry experts and 
thought leaders, are not only credentialed educators and effective teachers but also 
experienced professionals in the fields they teach.  

Above it all is the CalSouthern pledge that all-online education and personalized attention don’t 
have to be mutually exclusive. Unique to the university, every student in every program is 
assigned a faculty mentor that personally guides them through the program to ensure they 
learn, understand and tangibly apply course material to their personal and professional lives.  
Beyond this one-on-one support, students have access to academic success advisors, learning 
success advisors, their school dean – and even a librarian and IT experts to allow them to fully 
utilize the learning tools available. 

Since the first California Southern University graduates in 1979, thousands of students from the 
U.S. and around the world have earned their degrees and discovered the CalSouthern 
difference.  

California Southern University is regionally accredited by the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC).  

 

NOTE: For media inquiries, interviews and requests for assets and information, contact Bob 
Ochsner, Dan Nasitka and Justine Houston-Brown at Rocket Science Marketing & Public 
Relations at (949) 233-0984 
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